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F or as long as anyone can remember 
there have been two options for a 
Junior choosing an English class: AP 

English and Regents English. However, this 
year a new option has been introduced. Dr. 
Hefferon, who teaches humanities research 
among other courses, envisioned it last year . 
It's called 21-11. Both an honors section and 
a Regents-level section occupy the same class. 
One of its primary goals is to provide choice 
and individual experience to English class, 
allowing students with different strengths 
and weaknesses 
to thrive and 
advocate for 
what they want 
to learn. While 
some may have 
doubted the 
success of this 
program, it is 
clearly evident 
that it has made 
a huge splash. 
Enrollment is 
extremely high, 
with multiple 
sections and 
two teachers (Dr. Hefferon and Mr. Lewis). 
Looking at this new class, and this change to 
the Junior class's English experience, I was 
curious why this class had been so attractive 
to so many people. When I asked around, 
people raved about the class. "It's one of my 
favorite classes all day," one student reported. 
This sentiment I found over and over again. 

When I looked into why people took the 
class, I found two answers to be extremely 
prevalent. Firstly, people wanted to hear more 
about the world around them. One student 
said, "I took it because I wanted to do more 
than just learn how to form sentences; I 
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wanted to talk about the big ideas. and learn 
about what is going on in the world and how 
all different types of literature/media affect 
that." Secondly, people wanted more choice, 
more individuality within their course load. 
Another student explained that, "I took it 
because I wanted more freedom." 

This idea of wanting to know more 
about current events, and wanting to have 
more say in what you learn, seems to be 
growing in popularity recently. With 
classes like humanities research, with a 

growing rate of 
enrollment yearly 
(this year's sopho
more class has an 
unprecedented high 
of 30 students) 
and with a large 
amount of seniors 
enrolled in MAC 
and International 
Affairs this year, 

h it's obvious that '-1 students want more 
focus on the events 
of today and less 
on distant topics 

that can sometimes feel archaic or irrelevant 
to today's world. One student told me, "We 
go deeper into ideas, and why people think 
the way they do, rather than what Macbeth 
possibly did hundreds of years ago." Where 
this hunger was triggered from is hard to say, 
but today's generation has grown up in the 
midst of one of the most politically and glob
ally charged times of the past century. With 
age, wanting to know what's going on seems 
to be a reasonable request. Whether or not 
this class will consistently provide that seems 
to be what will determine its ultimate success 
in the future. 


